
 

P.O. Box 145 

Denton, MD 21629 

Carolinecryc.com 

Date:      Need extra    card  /  fob      for $20? If so circle one 

Name:      Spouse’s Name: 

Mailing Address:       

City:       State:  Zip:     

Phone Number:     Date of Birth:      

Email:      Place of Employment: 

Are you a member of another club: (circle) Yes  No 

If yes, what club(s)?     Children? 

If Boat Owner: Make:    Type: 

      Home Port/Trailer: 

Membership applications may only be obtained by a sponsoring Club Member in good standing. Applications 

must be completed in full, signed and dated by both the applicant and the sponsoring member. The sponsoring 

member must be present at the general membership meeting at which the application is reviewed. The 

completed application and a check for $1,000.00 ($775 application fee and $225 first year’s dues) must be 

presented to a member of the Board of Directors or an Officer of Choptank River Yacht Club. The application 

will be reviewed at the next board meeting then proposed at the next General Membership meeting. Each 

applicant is subject to the unanimous approval of the Board of Directors of the Choptank River Yacht Club. In 

the event that any applicant is refused membership no explanation, written or oral, shall be given.  

I hereby certify, by my signature, that I have read, fully understand and completely agree to all of the above 

terms and statements and if approved for membership in the Choptank River Yacht Club that I shall abide by all 

the by-laws and rules promulgated by this organization, subject to revocation of my membership. 

 

Applicant’s Signature:       Date: 

Sponsor’s printed name:   Signature:    Date: 

 

For Choptank River Yacht Club use only: 

Check#    Date approved:    Card Sent: 

After membership approval, 

you can pick up your key fob 

at next general membership 

meeting (first Wednesday of 

the month @ 7) 

 

 

  

Application for Membership 



 

  



 

CHOPTANK RIVER YACHT CLUB 

By-Laws 

  

Article I - Members 

 

Section 1:   Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting of the members of the corporation shall be held on the first Wednesday of December for 

the purpose of electing directors and officers to succeed those whose terms are due to expire, and for the transaction of 

such other corporate business as may come before the meeting.  Terms of office expire at the January meeting at the 

start of new business.  The Commodore shall appoint a nominating committee of five members at the September 

meeting.  The nominating committee shall present a slate of nominees at the October meeting.  Nominations from the 

floor will be acceptable at both the October and November meeting.  Nominations from the floor will be acceptable at 

the December meeting only if there are no confirmed nominees for the office in question.  Before presentation all 

nominees shall have agreed in person or by letter to the members. 

 

Section 2:    Special Meetings 

Special meetings of the members may be called at any time for any purpose or purposes by the Chairman of the 

Board, the Commodore, Vice-Commodore or by a majority of the Board of Directors and shall be called by the Chairman 

of the Board, the  

Commodore, the Vice-Commodore, the Secretary or any director of the corporation, upon the request in writing of a 

majority of all members entitled to vote on the business to be transacted at such meeting.  Such request shall state the 

purpose or purposes of the meeting.  Business transacted at all special meetings of members shall be confined to the 

purpose or purposes stated in the notice of meeting. 

 

Section 3:   Place of Meeting 

All meetings of the members shall be held at the Yacht Club located on River Landing Road near Denton, 

Maryland, or elsewhere as designated by the Board of Directors. 

 

Section 4:   Notice of Meetings 

Written notice of each meeting of the members shall be mailed, postage prepaid, by the Secretary to each 

member on record entitled to vote there at his post office address, as it appears upon the books of the corporation, at 

least ten (10) days before the meeting. 

Each such notice shall state the place, date and hour at which the meeting is to be held and, in the case of any special 

meeting, shall state briefly the purpose or purposes thereof. 

 

 



 

Section 5:     Quorum 

The presence of fifteen (15) of the members of the corporation shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the 

members.  No business shall be transacted or a vote taken unless a quorum is present. 

 

Section 6:    Conduct at Meetings 

Meetings of members shall be presided over by the Commodore, or if he is not present, by the Vice-

Commodore, or if neither of the said officers are present, by the Chairman to be elected at the meeting.  The Secretary 

of the corporation, or if he is not present, an assistant Secretary, shall act as secretary of such meetings; in the absence 

of the Secretary and any assistant Secretary, the presiding officer may appoint a person to act as Secretary of the 

meeting. 

 

Section 7:    Voting 

At all meetings, every member is entitled to one vote.  All elections and all questions shall be decided by a 

majority of the votes cast except as provided in Article IV, Section 4.  If the Chairman of the meetings shall so determine, 

a vote by ballot may be taken upon any election, or a vote shall be so taken upon the request of ten percent (10%) of all 

the members entitled to vote on such election or matters.  Only members present shall be entitled to cast a vote. 

 

Section 8:    Identity of Members 

The members of the corporation shall be composed of those persons, at least 21 years of age, who shall have 

been appointed as members by unanimous approval of the Directors present at the meeting at which the application for 

membership is presented.  Applications for membership shall be presented at the regular membership meetings only 

when the sponsoring member is present.   Applicants shall not be present at this meeting. If and when the membership 

population reaches 360 members, open membership will be suspended until a membership spot becomes available. 

With the exception of legacies (children of current members), or current employees of at least 5 years of CRYC. A waitlist 

will be established as a first come, first serve basis. Person on such waitlist will have a maximum of 7 days to submit 

payment of current initiation fees and membership dues, after notification of approval. Upon death of a current 

member, such membership shall pass to the surviving spouse. Members shall retain their status as a member so long as 

they pay any and all dues set forth below, and conduct themselves in a manner that will not disturb the tranquility and 

fellowship of the club or damage the good name of the corporation.   Violators shall be dealt with by the Board of 

Directors. (Amended 7/6/22 to add membership cap)                                                       

Section 9:   Dues and Financial Obligations 

Applications for membership shall be accompanied by an initiation fee of $775.00 plus dues for one year.  

Annual dues shall be $225.00.   Dues are due and payable, for the ensuing year, on December 1.  Dues paid by new 

members on or after October 1 shall entitle the new member to membership for the entire ensuing calendar year.  

Members who have not paid annual dues by February 1 shall be assessed a late penalty of $100.00 payable with the 

dues.  Members who have not paid dues and all other financial obligations by March 1 shall have membership 

terminated, but may submit a new application.  (Amended 7/05/06 to recognize existing honorary/lifetime members).  

(Amended 11/01/06 to increase dues to $165.00).  (Amended 9/03/08 to increase the dues to $225.00).  (Amended 

10/01/2014 to increase initiation fee to $500 & to remove honorary/lifetime members). (Amended 12/01/2020 to move 

dues deadline to March 1st, with $100 late fee). (Amended 12/01/2021 to increase initiation fee to $775) 

 



 

Section 10:    Capital Expenditures 

Any capital expenditures greater than $1000.00 must be approved by a majority of the members at a meeting at 

which a quorum is present, provided that prior written notice of the capital expenditure has been mailed to the general 

membership.  All approved expenditures will have a one-year limit to start (or be purchased).  If this deadline is not met, 

a vote will be brought before the membership for re-approval.  The Treasurer will report the current expenditures and 

remaining capital allotment separately at each meeting. (Amended 3/7/12 to increase the amount from $500.00 to 

$1000.00) 

 

Section 11:    Members Privileges 

Membership in the club shall confer full privileges to the members and all social privileges to the spouse and 

their children under the age of 21.  A surviving spouse shall have social privileges until the end of the membership year.  

Members are always responsible for their guests and must sign them in, in the guest book.  Guests must be 

accompanied by a member and are limited to six (6) social events per year.  Companions, a.k.a. boyfriend/girlfriend, of a 

member are excluded from the limited number of social events.   Members will be permitted to dock at the Club at their 

leisure.  It will be the member’s responsibility to pay docking fees to the Fleet Captain, at rates established from time to 

time. Dock space in front of the club shall be designated for transient traffic only, and shall never be rented as a yearly 

slip. Overnight rental will be at Fleet Captain’s discretion at a rate of his/her discretion. Member and guests shall not 

be permitted while wearing motorcycle colors. Colors defined as but not limited to: vests and/or jackets with 

insignis or patches representing said club (Amended 5/1/24 to add no colors) 

 

Section 12:    Auxiliary 

The Club recognizes the organization known as Choptank River Yacht Club Auxiliary and extends the cooperation 

of this corporation.  The By-Laws and privileges of the Auxiliary shall not supersede the By-Laws of the Choptank River 

Yacht Club.  

 

Article II - Board of Directors 

 

Section 1:    Number and Terms of Office 

The number of directors shall be ten (10).  The Officers shall serve for a period of one (1) year.  The at-large 

Directors shall serve for a period of two (2) years.  Each year the immediate past Commodore is appointed for two (2) 

years and two (2) directors are elected for two (2) years.   The Officers and at-large Directors must attend nine (9) 

regular meetings per year or they may be disqualified. 

 

Section 2:    Vacancies 

In case of any vacancies through disqualification or other cause, the remaining Directors, by affirmative vote of a 

majority thereof, shall elect a successor to hold office for the unexpired portion of the term of the director whose place 

has become vacant.  Any director may be removed from office with or without cause by the affirmative vote of a 

majority of the members entitled to vote at any special meeting of the members regularly called for that purpose. 

 



 

 

Section 3:    Time and Place of Meeting 

The Board of Directors may hold their meetings at such time and place as they may from time to time determine 

by resolution or by written consent of all directors. 

 

Section 4:    Quorum 

The presence of a majority of the directors shall constitute a quorum of the Board of Directors. 

Article III - Directors and Officers Duties 

 

Section 1:    Board of Directors 

The Directors of the corporation shall consist of: Commodore, Vice-Commodore, Rear Commodore, Treasurer, 

Secretary, Fleet Captain, immediate Past Commodore and four (4) at-large Directors. 

 

Section 2:    Duties of Directors 

 

Commodore - shall preside at all membership and special meetings of the club, according to Roberts Rules of 

Order in as much as possible, preserve order therein and announce the decision of the club in all cases, giving the 

deciding vote in all cases of a tie, with the exception of the election of officers, and exercise a general supervision and 

control of the club at all times.  He shall sign all vouchers and invoices.  He shall safeguard the assets of the club at all 

times.  He shall appoint or retract any appointed committees by notifying the members.  He shall see that all resolutions 

and directives of the Board of Directors are carried out.  He shall be an ex-officio member of all committees. 

 

Mandatory Committees - there shall be three standing committees: 

Budget Committee:   The Budget Committee consisting of five (5) members: an appointed Chairman; the 

present Treasurer; the incoming Treasurer; and two at-large members.  They shall prepare a budget for the year and 

submit it to the Board of Directors for review and approval.  The approved budget shall then be submitted to the 

membership for the approval at the meeting in February. 

 

Nominating Committee:  See Article I, Section 1: Annual Meeting. 

 

Audit Committee:   The Chairman of the Board shall appoint three (3) qualified members as an audit 

committee at the December meeting to ensure that the correct accounting procedures (of the corporations’ assets and 

liabilities) are being followed.  This committee’s Chairman shall report to the general membership by or at the February 

general meeting. 

The Commodore can appoint ad hoc committees when necessary. 



 

Vice-Commodore - shall assist the Commodore and assume his duties in the absence of the Commodore.  His 

duties shall be as follows, but not limited to the following: 

1.   Be responsible for the day-to-day operation of the bar and 

      kitchen and maintain a physical and perpetual food and bar 

      Inventory once a month. 

2.   Provide the Treasurer with the current, updated weekly sales 

                            journal (including bartenders reports and cash register tapes). 

3.   Provide the Treasurer with the current, updated payroll journal. 

These journals and reports must be submitted to the Treasurer in a timely manner and maintained in accordance with 

all state and federal laws. 

 

Rear Commodore:   It shall be the duty of the Rear Commodore to assist the Commodore and the Vice-

Commodore in the discharge of their duties.   The Rear Commodore shall be responsible for the maintenance and 

upkeep for the Club’s 

building and grounds. 

 

Treasurer:    The Treasurer shall have custody of the funds and securities of the corporation and shall keep full 

and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements in bound books belonging to the corporation.  All monies shall be 

deposited in the name of and to the credit of the corporation in such depositories as designated by the Board of 

Directors.  Any changes of banking procedures will be approved by two-thirds of the membership. 

The Treasurer shall disburse the funds of the corporation in a timely fashion as ordered by the Commodore in 

accordance with the By-Laws of the corporation.   The Treasurer shall safeguard the vouchers and invoices for such 

disbursements. 

The Treasurer shall render to the Board of Directors and membership an account of all transactions and shall 

have all records completed and available at the close of the calendar year. 

 

Secretary:   The Secretary shall have custody of the club seal; keep minutes of all membership and special 

meetings in a bound book;  keep all records of the membership in a bound book; and manage the correspondence.  The 

Secretary shall update and post the By-Laws as required. 

Fleet Captain:   The Fleet Captain will direct all movement of the fleet when on any cruise; chair the regatta 

committee; supervise and maintain the Club’s dock; and collect docking fees and submit data to the Treasurer for the 

docking fees. 

Board of Directors: The Board of Directors shall elect one member in January from the body of four (4) at-large 

Directors to serve as Chairman of the Board.  The Chairman shall preside over the Directors meetings. 

Procedure and policy of the corporation shall be under this body to ensure the membership the continuance of 

the corporation’s stability and efficiency.  



 

The Board of Directors shall approve all new memberships and announce the new members at the general 

meetings. 

 

Article IV - Amendment of By-Laws 

Section 1:  

Proposed amendments to the Charter and By-Laws must be submitted in writing at a monthly meeting or to the 

Board of Directors. 

Section 2: 

All members must be notified in writing of the proposed amendments prior to the meeting in the month 

following introduction. 

Section 3: 

Action on any proposed amendment must be taken at the monthly meeting in the month following introduction. 

Section 4: 

The Charter and By-Laws shall not be amended, modified or repealed except by two-thirds vote of the members 

present at any monthly meeting. 

Section 5: 

There shall be at least two copies of these By-Laws on display in the clubhouse, for the members’ reference, at 

all times. 

These By-Laws were adopted on the 29th day of April, 1981. 

 

Amendments to these By-Laws were adopted 6/2/82; 9/1/82; 3/6/85; 7/10/85; 8/6/87; 10/7/87; 11/4/87; 11/3/93; 

1/5/94; 7/6/94; 7/5/06; 11/1/06; 12/6/06; 9/3/08; 10/4/17, 10/01/2014, 12/01/2020, 12/01/2021, 7/6/22, 5/1/24.  The 

December 6, 2006 amendments affected nearly every paragraph; their purpose was to simplify and clarify the By-Laws.  

In keeping with that goal, paragraph references to amendments prior to 2006 have been eliminated. 

 

Megan N Gray, Secretary 

Choptank River Yacht Club 

July 7, 2022 

  



 

CHOPTANK RIVER YACHT CLUB 

HOUSE RULES 

 

1.    State Laws to be enforced: 

A.  Shirt and shoes required. 

B. No pets allowed in the Clubhouse. 

C. No one under 21 years of age can sit at the Bar. 

2.    Anyone serving minors alcoholic beverages will be barred of all club privileges for a 

minimum of thirty (30) days. 

3.    Anyone under 16 years of age must be accompanied by an adult before operating machines. 

(TV, Pool Table, etc.) 

4.    Parents bringing children to the Club are responsible for their welfare and safety inside and 

outside the Club and shall exercise reasonable judgment in removing children during adult 

functions and after hours (10:00 p.m.) 

5.    NO ONE is allowed behind the Bar except the Bartenders and Club Officers. 

6.    Club Officers or Bartender will control the jukebox and TV during Club functions. 

7.    The Bartender, under the supervision of the Vice Commodore, oversees the Bar and can 

refuse service to anyone or ask them to leave.  If the problem is severe, they will inform a Club 

Officer to suggest action be taken by the Club’s Board of Directors. 

8.    The Bar will remain open during the Club membership meeting, but no drinks may be 

purchased by Club members once the meeting starts except when the meeting is in recess.  

 9.    Members are responsible for their guests and must have them sign in on the guest register. 

10.   Members are to use key cards. 

11.    The boat ramp is to be used by members, guests accompanied by a member, and guest 

organizations. 

12.    Any private use of the facilities must be approved by Club Officers and will be noted in the 

monthly newsletter when possible. 

13.    Food and beverage consumed on Club property is to be purchased from the Club unless the 

facility is used for a member’s private party and the Club Staff is incapable of providing the 

catering required by the member.  The Vice Commodore must approve this arrangement and 

charge appropriate fee to cover cost associated with kitchen use and cleanup.   

 



 

 

14.     Prepared foods for private functions and events will require a minimum guaranteed 

number of people to be served. 

15.    No one under 16 years of age is allowed in the cooking area of the kitchen. 

16.    Members will conduct themselves in a mannerly fashion so as not to offend other members 

or disrupt the pleasant atmosphere of the Club.   NO PROFANITY! 

17.    Members having issues with any House Rule may petition, in writing, the Club’s Board of 

Directors. 

18.    Use of floats and piers - Members are welcome to have their guests use the Club’s floats and 

piers.  If the guest’s boat remains overnight, you must ensure that you record your guest’s name 

and the boat’s description in the club guest book and pay the posted member daily slip rental fee. 

19.    Use of floats and piers - Members (as well as their guests) are welcome to use the Club’s 

floats and piers.  Members are to notify the Bartender or any officer in the Club, if it is open, of 

their intent to leave their boat overnight.  Dock fees are to be paid in advance if possible and are 

set by the Board.  Long-term dockage is available providing the members notify the Fleet Captain 

of their intent prior to docking their boat and sign the Club’s Lease Agreement.   If a guest’s boat 

remains overnight, the member must ensure they record the guest’s name, and the boat’s 

description in the Club guest book and pay the posted member daily slip rental fee. 

20.    Gas Dock - Use of the CRYC gas dock is limited to members, their guests and members of 

reciprocating CBYCA Clubs. The gas dock is not open to the general public. 

21. No Swimming or Diving on the premises 

22.     The Commodore shall reserve the right to interpret and enforce these rules.  Any rule 

infraction should be reported to a Club Officer. 

23. Only Members may purchase alcohol at the bar. 

 

Last updated June 18, 2013  

 

  



 

CRYC Membership Application 

 

 

Any applications submitted after the member cap was made 
(2022) will be added to the list of potential future members. 
If and when the membership population reaches below 360 
members, open membership will be allowed. Once your 
application is chosen, we will contact you to let you know. 
After such, you have 7 days to submit any and all fees 
associated with joining CRYC. Failure to submit within 7 
days will result in rejection of your application. 


